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Whole Planet Foundation works to alleviate poverty in 
 communities where Whole Foods Market® sources products:
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THANK YOU

Aida is the president of her village bank, which is called 
Diapalante Darou Salam. The word “Diapalante” means 

solidarity, and “Darou Salam” is the group’s neighborhood 
in St. Louis, Senegal. Aida received her first loan of 50,000 

CFA (≈$100) from CAURIE, Whole Planet Foundation’s 
microlending partner in Senegal. She already anticipates 

future loans to grow her many enterprises! 

Aida sells sandwiches and fataya (fried dough with meat 
or fish inside) in front of the local bakery. A perceptive 

businesswoman, Aida realizes that more and more people are 
eating the midday meal on the go instead of at home—and she 

intends to capture that clientele. 

Aida also runs a small shop where she sells home-canned 
vegetables, hand-embroidered linens, and homemade soap. 
She uses simple ingredients—such as neem, cucumber, honey 
and shea butter—to make two kinds of soap: one for the body 

and one for laundry. In the future, she hopes to grow her 
soap-making business with a second loan for equipment.

IN THE U.S.A. AND AROUND THE WORLD

WHERE DOES THE MONEY 
COME FROM?* 

$71 MILLION AUTHORIZED TO 
MICROFINANCE ORGANIZATIONS

$61 MILLION DISBURSED

1,750,000 MICROCREDIT LOANS

9.5 MILLION OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR A BETTER LIFE

$184 AVERAGE FIRST LOAN 
IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD

97% REPAYMENT RATE

88% WOMEN CLIENTS

$36 MILLION FROM WHOLE FOODS 
MARKET CUSTOMERS

$22 MILLION FROM WHOLE FOODS MARKET

$8.5 MILLION FROM WHOLE FOODS 
MARKET SUPPLIERS

$8.2 MILLION FROM WHOLE FOODS 
MARKET TEAM MEMBERS

$604,000 FROM ONLINE DONORS
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PROJECTS IN THE U.S.

panama

OUR MISSION

We alleviate global poverty by providing 
microcredit in communities that supply 

Whole Foods Market stores with products. 
Our focus is on women in the developing 

world, where a small loan can help a very poor 
entrepreneur build a home-based business 

and create a better life for her family.

MICROCREDIT REACHES FAMILIES

Microcredit loans are small—outside the U.S.A., the 
average first loan is $184—and they do not require 
a formal contract or collateral. Small loans provide 
impoverished entrepreneurs with access to credit 
to create or expand home-based businesses that 

will generate income for their families. When these 
funds are repaid, they remain in the borrower’s 

community to generate additional loans.
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CELEBRATING YOUR GENEROSITY

Whole Foods Market covers all operating costs for 
Whole Planet Foundation®. When you donate to 

Whole Planet Foundation, 100% of your contribution 
goes directly to microlending programs dedicated 

to alleviating poverty worldwide. Thank you.
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